TOINETTE  HAS  A  SECOND   BABY

time, life in a country chateau was merely a continuation of
the Parisian social whirl. They were blind to the beauties of
Nature, these people, and not for several decades would
Marie-Antoinette start the expensive vogue for 'simple* rus-
tic pleasures. You pined for the arrival of the Gazette de Paris^
you played cards until cock-crow and then visited your fellow
guests in turn in order to go on gossiping. If the guests were
left alone for one moment, they would fall into 'nothingness',
that awful ennui which seems to be the special malady of an
exquisite civilization.

In the late autumn of 1743 Toinette became pregnant
again. In July 1744 she was awaiting the birth of her baby in
the following month when she received terrible news: the
King had fallen violently ill at Metz and was expected to die.
When later she heard that he had confessed his sins and
begged the Queen's forgiveness, she fell seriously ill herself
and her life was in danger.